This is the third edition of the major textbook on pain management that was first published in 1953 by John Bonica. The current issue has maintained the main goal: to present in a single volume a clear and complete discussion of the fundamental aspects of pain; the various syndromes and disorders in which pain constitutes a major problem; and the methods employed to evaluate and manage these patients.
The book is divided into five main parts, with each part being further subdivided into several sections. This makes it easy to obtain the relevant information that one needs in a book which is meant to be a ready source of reference. The two initial parts are on the basic consideration of pain (pathophysiology and pain mechanisms) and evaluation of the "pain patient". It then moves on to details of pain syndromes and regional pain and the final part is on various methods of symptomatic pain control. The sequence is logical. One of the strengths of this book is the section on regional pain as this is one of the more common modes of presentation at pain clinics.
The initial preface to the first edition has been reproduced in this edition and is well worth reading as it heralded a major advance in the development of pain management in the last half century. At over 2000 pages, the book is a large, heavy volume suitable for a departmental library. A slightly larger font would have made for easier reading, but would have added further to its size. It will be a useful source of reference as it reflects current views on pain management. As "pain management" cuts across many disciplines, this book will be useful not only to "pain physicians" but also to neurologists, anaesthesiologists, rheumatologists and orthopaedic surgeons.
R With increasing technological advancement, data interpretation has become an increasingly important aspect of day-to-day critical care medicine. It is now an important component of critical care training, and accordingly, features prominently in the Australasian Fellowship Examination in Intensive Care.
Data Interpretation in Critical Care Medicine is a compact book consisting of ten sections. Each section has between six and fifteen data sets, with answers and explanations at the end of each section. Sections included are blood gases, biochemistry, cardiovascular, respiratory mechanics, ventilation and oxygenation, neurocritical care, microbiology, coagulation abnormalities, haematology, intoxications and radiology.
Clinical scenarios and data sets are realistic and include "classic" patterns seen in critical care as well as more obscure conditions. The degree of difficulty is appropriate for the critical care trainee preparing for examination. The explanations provided are an important aspect of the book. Although brief, they assist the candidate in forming pattern recognition, which is crucial, given the limited number of data sets included in a small handbook such as this.
Although other sources are available for such data sets (e.g. Internet), the combination of clinically relevant sections, provision of answers and explanations provided in this handbook make it an extremely useful source for both the critical care trainee and the intensivist requiring revision. The authors also include some management questions and answers which are also useful, although some strategies are omitted, such as fomepizole for ethylene glycol poisoning and bosentan for chronic pulmonary hypertension.
Overall the book is well constructed, well priced and should be an important addition to the critical care unit departmental library, particularly in units involved in critical care training.
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